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	Diamond Springs / El Dorado Fire Protection District

Fire Prevention Division

501 Pleasant Valley Rd  Diamond Springs, CA 95619 ~ (530) 626-3190  Fax (530) 626-3188

www.diamondfire.org



To Home Owners & Builders

I. RE:  Design Waivers for Reduced Setback

There are times when parcels are configured so that the placement of a structure upon the property is difficult due to the required 30-foot setback.  This design difficulty is very evident when parcels are just over the 1-acre mark, and the property owner is attempting to make an addition to an existing structure or construct a new structure.

In these cases the fire district has guidelines to allow for a reduced setback under the 30-foot rule if the following modifications are made to the proposed structure to meet the same practical effect:
II. Roofs:

1 Roof Covering:  The Class “A” rated roof covering and assembly shall be installed in accordance with its listing and the manufacturer’s installation instructions.

2 Roof Valleys:  When provided, valley flashing shall not be less than 28 gauge galvanized corrosion resistant metal installed over a minimum of 36-inch wide underlayment consisting of one layer of no. 72 ASTM cap sheet is running the full length of the valley.

3 Roof Gutters:  The roof gutters and downspouts shall be constructed of metal or of non-combustible material.  The roof gutters shall be provided with the means to prevent the accumulation of leaves and debris in the gutter.

4 Roof Eaves:  The roof eaves shall be enclosed and constructed of non-combustible materials on the exposed underside.

III. Attic Ventilation:

1 Attic Ventilation:  Roof and attic vents shall be protected by corrosion resistant non-combustible wire mesh with openings no greater than ¼ inch.

2 Eave and Cornice Vents:  Vents shall not be installed in eaves and cornices unless the vents used to provide the ability to resist the intrusion of flame and burning embers into the attic area of the structure.

IV.  Exterior Walls:

1 Exterior Wall Covering:  The exterior wall covering shall extend from the top of the concrete foundation and terminate at the enclosed section of the eaves.  The exterior wall covering shall be constructed of an approved noncombustible material.  The use of foam board and stucco coats shall not be considered as a non-combustible covering.

2 Exterior Glaze Openings:  Exterior windows, window walls, glazed doors and glazed door openings within exterior doors shall be insulated tempered glass pane units or have a fire resistant rating of not less than 20 minutes when tested according to ASTM E. 2010.

3 Exterior Door Openings:  Exterior door assemblies shall be of non-combustible construction or solid core wood having stills and rails not less than 1 3/8 inches thick.

4 Foundation Vents:  Underfloor ventilation shall be protected by corrosion resistant non-combustible frames and wire mesh with openings no larger than ¼ inches.

5 Appendages and Floor Projections:  The underside of cantilevered and overhang appendages and floor projections shall maintain the ignition resistant integrity of exterior walls to grade.

V. Set Back Area:

1 Area:  The area within the reduced set back shall have all combustible vegetation removed and maintained.  This area shall be free of combustible storage, which includes firewood and lumber.

2 Fencing:  The fencing located within the reduced set back area shall be constructed of non-combustible materials.

3 Landscaping:  The reduced setback area, if landscaped, shall utilize fire-resistant vegetation only.

1) Elimination of all roof, soffit, attic and foundation vents and under house access openings.*

2) Fire windows required to have a three-fourths-hour fire-protection rating for protection of openings in exterior walls shall have an area not greater than 84 square feet (7.8 m2) with neither width nor height exceeding 12 feet (3658 mm).*

3) Require 1-hour minimum fire-resistive construction.*

4) Require all eaves, decks, porches, external stairways, etc. be enclosed, be of heavy timber construction or otherwise made fire resistant.*

5) Require the installation of exterior fire sprinklers.

6) Combinations of all the above.

* Sections marked with a “*” indicates improvements shall be within the effected area.  See drawing for an explanation.

The yellow highlighted sections are the most commonly combined items to meet the same practical effect; however this does not prevent the use of the other sections or combinations thereof.

Note:  This does not allow the property owner/building to reduce the minimum-zoning setback.  Minimum zoning setbacks are established through the County Planning Department and may be obtained through that agency.
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